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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1962 

Area:  3,694  acres. 

Population:  14,180  (estimated  mid-year  1962)  - (Census  1961  - 13,672). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses:  4,324. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate:  £2,176  (estimated  1.4.63)  - (after 
re-valuation). 

Rateable  value:  £208,870  (31/12/62). 

General  Rate:  23/6d.  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate:  23.62  (crude):  22.44  (standardised). 

Death  Rate:  9.38  (crude):  10.13  (standardised). 

Comparability  factors:  Birth  - 0.95,  Deaths  - 1.08. 

Infantile  death  rate  per  1,000  births:  5.86. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Fleet  Urban  Distriet  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  considera- 
tion the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1962,  prepared  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Points  of  note  in  the  vital  statistical  figures  are  an  increase  in  the 
poulation  of  over  eight  per  cent.,  with  a reduction  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  in  the  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality  rates.  The 
birth  rate,  however,  is  still  very  much  above  the  national  rate  of  18  per 
1,000.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  number  of  births  in  1962  is 
twice  the  figure  for  1957  and  it  would  seem  that  the  increase  in  the 
town’s  birth  rate  has  considerably  accelerated  in  the  past  five  years. 
The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  low  and  no  case  of  polio- 
myelitis nor  of  diphtheria  was  reported. 

Population: 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  figure  for 
1962  is  14,180,  showing  an  increase  of  1,170  over  the  estimate  for  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  increase,  only  203  is  contributed  by  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths.  Leaflet  number  4 on  the  1961  Census,  issued  early 
in  1963  by  the  General  Register  Office  in  advance  of  the  full  census 
report,  contains  tables  for  the  County  of  Hampshire  of  the  census 
figures  of  population,  private  households  and  dwellings  by  wards  and 
parishes.  In  Fleet  at  the  census  there  were  12,647  persons  enumerated 
in  4,203  private  households,  which  occupied  20,428  rooms.  There  were 
4,192  structurally  separate  dwellings.  The  increase  in  population  has 
been  greatest  in  Crookham  ward,  where  the  population  has  nearly 
doubled  since  1951. 

Stanley  Alderson  in  a Penguin  special  on  Housing  in  Britain  in  the 
Sixties  series,  says  that  the  difference  between  the  number  of  dwellings 
(defined  as  a building  or  part  of  a building  which  provides  separate 
living  quarters)  and  the  number  of  households  gives  the  measure  of 
overcrowding.  Fleet  had  only  eleven  more  households  than  dwellings 
but  this  does  not  give  a true  picture  as  it  takes  no  account  of  shared 
accommodation,  e.g.  families  living  with  parents  if  they  all  take  meals 
together  as  a private  household,  is  defined  as  comprising  one  person 
living  alone  or  a group  of  persons  living  together,  partaking  of  meals 
prepared  together  and  benefitting  from  a common  housekeeping. 

Two  reports  of  public  health  interest  were  published  during  the 
year,  one  on  ‘Smoking  and  Health’  and  the  other  on  ‘The  Fluoridation 
Studies  in  the  United  Kingdom’. 
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Ill  March  1962,  the  Report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
on  Smoking  and  Health  was  published  and  since  then  health  authorities 
have  continued  to  drive  home  the  lesson  that  smoking  cigarettes  is 
a dangerous,  and  for  many,  a deadly  habit.  Jn  1961,  in  this  country, 
19.460  men  and  3,350  women  died  from  lung  cancer.  Lung  cancer 
deaths  account  for  25  per  cent,  of  all  cancer  deaths  as  contrasted 
with  four  per  cent,  thirty  years  ago.  Most  doctors  now  accept  that 
there  is  a causal  relationship  between  smoking  and  lung  cancer  and 
since  1951,  one  in  three  doctors  who  used  to  smoke  have  given  up  the 
habit;  54  per  cent,  are  non-smokers  compared  with  24  per  cent, 
of  all  men  and  only  29  per  cent,  smoke  cigarettes,  compared  with  54 
per  cent,  of  all  men. 

So  far  there  has  been  little  national  effort  to  publicise  the  dangers 
of  cigarette  smoking  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  restricting  cigarette 
commercials  on  Independent  T.V.  until  after  9 p.m.  has  had  much 
effect.  The  unwillingness  of  the  poster  advertising  industry  to  accept 
for  display  certain  Ministry  of  Health  posters  as  being  likely  to 
cause  undue  alarm  can  only  be  deprecated. 

One  may  ask  what  effect  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians’  Report 
had  on  smoking.  An  article  in  the  ‘Sunday  Times’  headed  ‘The  Scare 
which  went  up  in  Smoke’  says  that  smokers  have  short  memories. 
The  immediate  effect  was  a drop  of  3/-  in  tobacco  shares  and  of  twenty 
per  cent,  in  retail  sales.  A month  later  the  position  was  much  as 
before.  The  Report’s  main  effect  has  been  to  accelerate  a change  in 
smoking  habits  to  tipped  cigarettes.  In  1955  only  two  per  cent,  were 
tipped  but  in  1962,  26  per  cent,  were  tipped.  Apart  from  filters,  cigars 
have  benefited  enormously,  sales  going  up  by  almost  a quarter. 

In  July  1962,  there  was  published  the  official  Report  on  ‘The 
Conduct  of  the  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Results  achieved  after  5 years’.  These  studies  were  carried  out  in  three 
areas — the  Borough  of  Watford,  the  Isle  of  Anglesey  and  Burgh  of 
Kilmarnock.  For  five  years  one  part  per  million  of  fluoride  has  been 
added  to  the  water  supplies  of  these  areas.  Each  year  a dental  examin- 
ation has  been  carried  out  on  a representative  sample  of  children  and 
the  findings  compared  with  those  of  similar  examinations  of  children 
living  in  three  ‘control’  areas,  that  is,  areas  comparable  in  size,  general 
socio-economic  level  and  in  the  same  parts  of  the  country  as  the  study 
areas.  The  results  showed  that  among  the  children  who  have  grown  up 
in  the  fluoridated  areas,  the  incidence  of  dental  decay  was  only  half 
of  that  which  was  found  in  the  children  living  in  the  control  areas, 
and  confirmed  that  fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies  is  a practical, 
effective  and  harmless  public  health  measure. 

In  December  1962,  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  support  for  fluoridation  and  has  authorised  local 
health  authorities  to  proceed  with  the  introduction  of  fluoridation 
schemes  in  their  areas. 

The  need  for  fluoridation  arises  from  the  wide  prevalence  of 
dental  decay.  On  average,  every  child  in  England  and  Wales  has  had 
decay  in  5.7  of  his  20  baby  teeth  by  the  age  of  five  years  and  in  5.5  of 
his  permanent  teeth  by  the  age  of  12.  In  1961,  in  England  and  Wales, 
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28,596  children  under  the  age  of  15  were  supplied  with  dentures 
during  that  year.  In  Hampshire,  in  1961,  only  one  out  of  every  62 
children  had  no  decayed  permanent  teeth  by  the  age  of  14  years. 

As  in  previous  years  the  routine  work  of  protecting  young 
children  against  the  preventible  diseases  of  smallpox,  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  continued  to  be  carried 
out  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  private  medical  practitioners  for  their 
help  in  this  connection. 

1 am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  help,  to  Mr.  Collier,  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  to  Mr.  Smale,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Mrs. 
Bramble  for  their  ready  assistance,  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my 
duties. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  COUTTS  MILNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Number 

171 

165 

336 

Rate  per  1 ,000  poulation  . . 

• . 

• • 

23.62 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births) 

• • 

2.6 

Stillbirths: 

Number 

3 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  . . 

. . 

• • 

14.37 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

174 

167 

341 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

1 

1 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . . . 5.86 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  6.11 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per 

1 ,000  total  live  births)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  . . 14.37 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stil  births  . . . . . . Nil 

Deaths: 

Deaths  (all  causes)  . . . . . . . . 63  70  133 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . . . . . 9.38 
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COMPARATIVE  RATES 


Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

[ 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1 

1961 

74  IS 

11.94 

18.63 

1 

1962 

22.44 

10.13 

5.86 

England  and 

j 

Wales  (1962) 

18.0 

11.9 

i 

1 20.7 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962 


M. 

Cancer  — stomach  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cancer  — lung,  bronchus  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cancer  — breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

Cancer  — uterus  , . . . . . . . . . . . - 

Cancer  — other  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . . . . . . 9 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . . . . . . - 

Other  heart  disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Pneumonia  . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . . . . . . - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . . . . . . 4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Congenital  malformations  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . . . . 3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . . . . . . . • - 

All  other  accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . . . . . . 1 


F. 

1 

1 

2 

9 

2 

1 

19 

8 

3 
9 
2 

4 
1 
1 

1 

1 

3 

2 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Nursing  and  Midwifery  Staff: 

District  Midwives:  One  Vacancy. 

Miss  S.  F.  B.  Hicks, 

29,  Kings  Road,  Fleet. 

Tel.  Fleet  1178. 

District  Nurse:  Miss  R.  M.  Phillips, 

34,  Connaught  Road,  Fleet. 

Tel.  Fleet  365. 
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There  is  also  a home-help  service  in  operation  and  this  is 
administered  by  a County  Council  organiser  with  headquarters  at 
Basingstoke  and  an  office  in  Fleet.  1 am  indebted  to  the  Divisional 
Organiser,  Miss  M.  E.  Reed,  for  the  following  information. 

“ The  number  of  new  cases  assisted  in  the  Fleet  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1962  was  54,  as  follows: 

Maternity  — 9;  general  sickness  — 8;  post-hospital  — 6;  aged 

sick  — 9;  aged  infirm  — 9;  post  maternity  — 6;  chronic - -6;  child 

care  — 1 ; 

There  were  12  helpers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
same  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.” 

This  area  for  general  hospital  purposes,  comes  under  the  South- 
West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Fleet  Hospital  contains  33  beds  — (9  male,  14  female,  6 
children  and  4 private  wards)  and  provides  general  medical  and 
surgical  treatment.  There  is  a separate  children’s  ward.  There  is  no 
resident  Medical  Officer.  There  is  a consultant  surgical  and  medical 
staff  in  addition  to  the  Doctors  in  practice  in  the  area,  who  attend 
at  the  hospital. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  treated  at  Northfield  Hospital, 
Aldershot.  The  ambulance  service  provides  for  removal  of  patients  to 
hospital  through  the  local  depots  at  Aldershot  and  Farnborough. 

The  County  Council  is  reponsible  for  School  Medical  Services, 
Mental  Health,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the  care  of  premature 
infants  and  illegitimate  children  and  the  Tuberculosis  service  (pre- 
vention, care  and  after-care  only). 

The  special  clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  held  at  the  General 
Hospital  Aldershot,  and  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  as  is  the  treatment  part  of  the  Tuberculosis  service. 

Laboratory  Facilities: 

The  Public  Heath  Laboratory  Service  is  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Hampshire  County  Hospital,  Winchester  (Tele- 
phone 3807),  and  the  Director  is  Dr.  M.  H.  Hughes.  All  types  of 
bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  there. 

Chemical  examinations  of  water,  foods,  etc.,  are  carried  out  by 
the  City  Analyst  of  Portsmouth  by  arrangement  with  Portsmouth 
City  Council. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres: 

Diphtheria  Immunisation:  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Schools  as  required. 
Special  Clinics: 

Women  ^ — Held  every  Wednesday  — 10.30  a.m.  to 

12.30  p.m.;  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  at  Aldershot 
General  Hospital,  St.  George’s  Road, 
Aldershot. 

Men — Held  every  Wednesday  — 5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

at  Aldershot  General  Hospital,  St.  George’s 
Road,  Aldershot. 
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Chest  Clinic: 


Child  Welfare: 
Fleet  — 

Crookham  — 


Ac  Northfield  Hospital,  Redan  Road, 
Aldershot. 

Held  every  Monday  — 9.15  a.m.  Old 
Patients,  11  a.m.  New  Patients,  second 
Monday  every  month  — Special  Bronchitic 
Clinic. 

One  Monday  every  month  — 

B.C.G.  session. 

One  Monday  every  month  — 

Post  B.C.G.  session. 

Held  every  Tuesday — 1.30  p.m.  Old  and 
new  contacts.  Old  patients.  Urgent  new 
patients. 

Held  every  Thursday  — 9.15  a.m..  Old 

patients  and  urgent  new  patients.  3 p.m.. 
Old  patients. 

Held  on  first  and  third  Wednesday  every 
month  at  Fleet  Hospital. 

Every  Monday  at  the  Church  Hall,  Albert 
Street,  Fleet. 

Every  Tuesday  at  the  Military  Families 
Health  Centre,  Queen  Elizabeth  Barracks, 
Crookham. 


The  County  Council  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse,  is  Mrs.  Hill, 
H.V.,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  and  for  the  Crookham  Ward,  Miss  Rogers,  h.v., 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Outside  the  District  but  serving  the  area.  School  clinics  are  held 
as  follows: — 

School  Eye  Clinic  at 
Aldershot  General 
Hospital. 

Speech  Clinic  at 
School  Clinic, 

St.  George’s  Road  East, 

Aldershot. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic, 
at  Manor  Park  House, 

Health  Clinic, 

Aldershot. 

Orthopaedic  Services  are  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  although  in  Aldershot,  the  Clinics  are  held  at  the  County 
Council  School  Clinic,  St.  George’s  Road  East,  Aldershot. 

Dental  treatment  is  available  for  children  of  school  age,  pre- 
school children  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  At  present  this  is 
provided  in  a mobile  clinic,  by  appointment  only. 


By  Appointment. 


By  Appointment. 


By  Appointment. 
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Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination: 

Diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  vaccination  prophylaxis  for 
infants  and  school  children  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
County  Council  and  it  is  a free  service.  Parents  may  elect  to  have 
their  children  done  privately  by  their  own  doctor.  Children  under 
school  age  can  still  be  immunised  at  the  weekly  child  welfare  clinic. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General: 

In  England  and  Wales,  during  1962,  infectious  diseases  were  less 
prevalent  than  usual,  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  being 
exceptionally  low.  The  total  number  of  notifications  of  acute  polio- 
myelitis was  lower  than  for  many  years,  being  even  less  than  in  the 
years  preceding  the  epidemic  of  1947.  In  fact  during  the  week  ended 
15th  December  1962,  in  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  no  case 
of  poliomyelitis  was  notified;  not  since  the  week  ended  17th  March 
1945  has  there  been  a week  with  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  recorded 
in  this  country. 

In  this  town  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  with  the  exception 
of  measles,  were  remarkably  low  during  1962. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLES 


Disease 

1961 

1962  j 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

2 

Pneumonia 

24 

4 

Measles 

317 

33 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

fmmimisutiou  and  Vaccination  Procedures: 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  and  of  their  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox 
continued  to  be  a major  concern  of  the  Health  Department. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  town  since  1946  but 
as  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  his  annual 
report  for  1961  comments;  ‘‘the  continued  recurrence  of  even  small 
numbers  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  of  deaths,  particularly  in  un- 
immunised  persons  and  in  those  in  whom  protection  has  not  been 
maintained  by  re-inforcing  doses,  emphasises  the  need  for  further 
efforts  to  ensure  that  all  children  are  properly  immunised.”  In  1961, 
of  the  51  notified  cases  in  England  and  Wales  more  than  half  occurred 
in  London  although  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  in  1962  not  one  case 
of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  London.  However,  it  needs  to  be  kept  in 
mind  that  even  after  an  interval  of  years  cases  may  occur,  as  hap- 
pened in  Wales,  where  eight  cases  occurred  in  1961,  after  a free 
period  of  three  years. 
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Table  (a) 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  primary  immunise 
ation  and  who  received  re-inforcing  injections. 


Date  of  Birth 

Diphtheria 

only 

j Diphtheria/ 
Whooping 
Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Triple 

Whooping  j 

Cough  1 
only 

P 

B 

P 

B 

P 

B 

13 

B 

P 

B 

1962 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lot 

1961 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

186 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21  — 

1 

— 

1959 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

12 

2 

1 

— 

1958 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 i 

58 

— 

— 

1953  - 1957 

4 

ii;3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

7 

52 

— 

1948  - 1952 

2 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 4 

— 

- 

Totals 

6 

i;3o 

1 

2 

3 1 - 

[ 

381  i 

116 

2 

— 

The  majority  of  the  injections  were  given  by  private  practitioners. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination: 

In  February  1962,  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  that  live 
attenuated  poliovirus  vaccine  was  to  be  issued  for  routine  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis;  available  for  all  persons  aged  between  six 
months  and  40  years  and  also  persons  at  special  risk.  T^he  change  over 
from  the  Salk  type  vaccine  to  the  oral  vaccine  was  accepted  quickly 
and  quietly  by  all  concerned.  Only  in  September,  when  some  doubt 
arose  in  Canada  and  the  U.S.A.  regarding  the  complete  safety  of  oral 
vaccine,  was  there  a slowing  up  in  taking  advantage  of  oral  vaccine 
but  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  definite  statement  on  the  safety  of  the 
British  manufactured  vaccine  gave  welcome  reassurance. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cards  received  of 
persons  vaccinated  in  the  district  during  1962. 


Salk  Vaccine 

Oral  Vaccine 

1st  and  2nd 
injections 

3rd 

injections 

4th 

injections 

Three 

doses 

Reinforcing 
doses  after 

2 

Salk 

3 

Salk 

Totals 

134 

288 

16 

229 

361 

55 

11 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox: 

The  occurence  of  smallpox  in  Bradford  and  Wales  early  in  the 
year  caused  a heavy  demand  for  vaccination.  In  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year,  2,268  persons  were  vaccinated,  586  for  the  first  time;  these 
figures  may  be  compared  with  324  vaccinations,  of  which  248  were 
primary  vaccinations  for  the  whole  of  1961.  Following  considerable 
discussion  in  the  medical  press  on  the  value  of  vaccinating  infants 
against  smallpox,  the  Ministry  of  Health  later  in  the  year  advised  that 
that  there  should  be  no  change  in  the  policy  of  vaccinating  children 
as  a matter  of  routine  before  they  reach  the  age  of  two  years  but 
they  recommended  that  they  should  preferably  be  vaccinated  during 
Iheir  second  year  rather  than  at  the  age  of  four  months.  It  is  more  than 
likely  that  this  will  result  in  fewer  primary  vaccinations  being  done 
and  this  is  borne  out  by  comparing  the  figures  of  primary  infant 
vaccinations  for  the  last  quarter  of  1962  (33),  plus  11  between  the 
ages  of  one  and  two  years,  and  1961  (63),  plus  ten  between  the  ages 
of  one  and  two  years. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  age  groups  vaccinated. 


Age  at  which 
vaccinated 

Primary 

vaccination 

Revaccinations 

Under  1 year 

202 

— 

1 - 4 years 

66 

61 

5-14  years 

136 

471 

15  and  over 

271 

1268 

Total 

675 

1800 

Tuberculosis: 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  was  two;  there  were  no  deaths 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLES  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS 


; NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Year 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

1958 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1960 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1961 

3 

— 

— 

1962 

1 

1 

— 

— 

12 


Venereal  Diseases: 

No  cases  of  venereal  disease  were  specially  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Infestation: 

No  cases  of  nits  or  scabies  were  reported  to  the  Department. 
Disinfection: 

No  houses  were  disinfected  after  notifiable  dieseases  or  on  request. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1962 


Jo  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1962  and  my  sixteenth  as  your  Public  Health  Inspector.  I was 
appointed  in  September  1947  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  members 
of  the  Council  if  a few  general  comparisons  are  made.  In  1947  the 
population  was  8,521  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,421.  The 
Council’s  post-war  housing  had  just  begun  and  32  houses  and 
hats  had  been  completed.  Homeless  families  were  housed  in  hutments 
at  Dinorben  Court  and  Redfields,  Crookham  in  very  primitive  con- 
ditions and  377  families  were  on  the  Council’s  housing  list.  Fourteen 
private  houses  built  and  those  were  the  days  of  licensing  of  all 
building  work,  including  general  repairs.  Crookham  was  largely 
unsewered  and  cesspools  and  pail  closets  were  many  and  so  were 
the  problems  created  by  these  types  of  sanitation.  However,  the  almost 
spectacular  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  built  in  the  past 
few  years  has  created  new  problems  of  sewage  disposal,  still  not 
satisfactorily  resolved,  despite  the  Council’s  efforts. 

In  1947,  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  unheard  of,  although  atmospheric  pollution  has  never  been  a 
problem  in  this  district.  Raw  milk  was  still  being  bottled  by  hand 
and  retailed  by  horse  and  float  whilst  much  of  the  food  on  display 
in  the  shops  was  unwrapped.  The  improvements  in  all  aspects  of 
environmental  hygiene  since  1947  should  not  lead  to  complacency 
but  it  is  a fact  that  routine  inspection  work  plays  and  must  continue 
to  play  an  important  part  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply: 

The  whole  of  the  water  supply  for  the  area  is  provided  by  the 
Mid-Wessex  Water  Company,  and  I am  indebted  to  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Company  for  the  following  report:- — 

T.  Water  was  supplied  to  the  whole  urban  district  by  the  Mid- 
Wessex  Water  Company  from  wells  in  the  chalk  at  their 
works  at  Greywell,  Itchel  and  Lasham. 

The  supply  was  continuously  laid  on  under  pressure 
and  was  satisfactory  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  The  water 
was  softened  at  the  source  before  distribution  so  as  to 
comply  with  the  statutory  limitation  of  hardness  of  12°  Clark 
and  chlorination  is  applied  at  all  sources. 

2.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  and 
treated  waters  were  regularly  and  frequently  made  by  the 
Company’s  resident  chemists  and  bacteriologists  in  their 


14 


laboratory  and  independent  examinations  were  also  made 
by  an  independent  laboratory.  All  samples  were  satisfaetory. 

3.  The  waters  do  not  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  No  action  was  required  by  the  Company  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination. 

5.  The  approximate  number  of  connections  in  the  District  at 
the  end  of  1962  was  5,500.  No  information  is  available  as  to 
the  number  of  stand-pipes.’ 

Water  Sampling: 

(a)  Public  Main  Supply. 

Four  samples  of  the  Mid-Wessex  Water  Company’s  main  supply 
were  taken  from  sources  in  different  parts  of  the  district  and  all  were 
reported  satisfactory,  bacteriologically.  The  samples  were  not  sub- 
mitted for  full  chemical  analysis  and  the  hardness  figures  were  14.0 
degrees  (Clark’s  scale),  5.6,  10.9  and  10.8. 

(b)  Public  Swimming  Pool. 

There  is  one  open-air  privately-owned  swimming  pool  in  the 
district  and  the  water  (a  main  supply)  is  treated  by  filtration,  aeration 
and  chlorination.  Routine  chemical  testing  of  the  water  for  chlorine 
content  provides  a reasonable  check  on  the  bacterial  quality  of  the 
water.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  season 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

I am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Chivers,  for  the 
following  report: 

The  pumps,  electric  motors  and  equipment  at  the  Avondale 
Road  and  Hitches  Lane  pumping  stations  have  been  maintained  in 
good  condition  and  have  operated  satisfactorily,  also  the  ejectors  at 
Aldershot  Road,  Pinegrove  Estate  and  Cove  Road. 

The  whole  of  the  machinery  for  lifting  sewage  to  the  disposal 
works  has  given  good  service  throughout  the  year. 

The  compressor  station  at  Minley  Road  has  been  completed  and 
is  now  operating  satisfactorily. 

The  scheme  for  Elvetham  Pvoad  pumping  main  prepared  by  Messrs. 
John  Taylor  and  Sons,  the  consulting  engineers,  to  allow  sewage  to 
be  pumped  direct  from  Hitches  Lane  to  the  disposal  works  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and 
the  tender  of  Messrs.  Holdyne  Ltd.,  Winchester,  in  the  sum  of 
£5,493,  was  accepted.  This  contract  was  due  to  start  in  January, 
1963. 

The  additional  works  of  providing  extra  sludge  beds,  enlarge- 
ment of  pumping  station,  provision  of  extra  pump  and  electrification 
of  units,  with  neW  pipe  lines  and  modifications  have  now  been 
completed  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Great  difficulties  are  being  experienced  with  the  drainage  system 
and  particularly  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  due  to  the  increasing 
rapid  development  now  proceeding  in  the  district.  In  ,lune  1962  the 
Council’s  consulting  engineers  submitted  a report  on  the  drainage 
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system  of  the  district  and  were  instructed  to  prepare  a scheme  for 
the  completion  of  increased  pumping  capacity  from  Hitches  Lane 
station  and  the  laying  of  new  sewers  in  the  Western  Area,  also  the 
scheme  for  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  treatment  works  in 
accordance  with  recommendations  set  out  in  their  report  of  October 
i5th  1962.  Both  these  schemes  have  been  prepared  and  now  await 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry.  A further  report  on  the  Eastern  and 
Central  Areas  drainage  system  is  now  being  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  consultant  engineers,  also  a report  on  the  surface  water 
drainage  of  the  whole  district. 

Public  Cleansing: 

Weekly  collections  of  refuse  have  been  maintained  throughout 
the  district  and  is  being  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at 
Calthorpe  Park. 

A considerable  area  of  land  has  been  improved  for  provision 
of  playing  grounds. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  dwellings  being  completed  it  will  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  another  Dennis  15  cu.  yds.  refuse  vehicle 
in  the  estimates  for  1963. 

Improvement  Grants: 

The  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants,  both  dis- 
cretionary and  standard,  were  less  than  last  year  and  the  table  below 
gives  details  of  the  applications. 

Of  the  discretionary  grant  schemes,  most  were  for  the  alteration 
and  conversion  of  existing  out-buildings  to  form  bathrooms,  with 
the  provision  of  modern  facilities.  One  only  was  in  respect  of  a 
simple  conversion  of  a house  into  two  flats.  Most  of  the  standard 
grant  applications  were  in  respect  of  the  conversion  of  small  third 
bedrooms  to  form  bathrooms,  with  the  provision  of  the  five  basic 
amenities.  Of  the  23  premises  concerned  in  these  applications  only 
four  were  in  respect  of  rented  houses,  the  remainder  being  owner/ 
occupied.  It  is  ditflcult  to  see  what  further  inducements  can  be  given 
to  owners  to  modernise  their  premises  and  it  may  well  be  that  in  the 
not  too  distant  future,  the  provision  of  what  have  now  become 
necessary  amenites  may  form  part  of  new  housing  standards,  enforce- 
able by  statute. 


Type  of  Grant 

Applications 

received 

No.  of 
premises 

No. 

Approved 

(premises) 

No. 

refused 

No. 

Approved 
but  not 
taken  up 

“Discretionary” 

12 

14 

14 

— 

— 

“S'tandard” 

9 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

23 

23 

— 

— 

16 


Rent  Act,  1957  — Certificates  of  Disrepair: 

One  application  for  a certificate  of  disrepair  was  received,  and 
the  certificate  was  issued. 

Housing  Act,  1957: 

Four  dwellings,  not  in  the  Council’s  approved  proposals,  were 
vacated  voluntarily  and  two  of  them  demolished,  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Demolition  orders  were  made  on  two  dwellings,  one  of  which 
was  vacated  and  the  demolition  order  determined  and  a closing  order 
substituted,  under  Section  26  of  the  Act.  The  other  was  still  occupied 
and  the  tenant  awaiting  re-housing  by  the  Council. 

The  position  regarding  houses  included  in  stages  1 and  II  of  the 
Council’s  approved  proposals  remained  unaltered.  The  Council 
accepted  tenders  for  the  building  of  24  flatlets  for  old  people  and  22 
houses  for  general  needs.  All  these  houses  should  be  occupied  before 
the  end  of  1963. 

Housing  Building  Progress: 

Your  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  D.  Chi  vers)  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information: — 

During  the  year,  schemes  for  the  construction  of  24  flatlets  for 
old  people  at  Reading  Road  North,  10  houses  at  Wickham  Estate 
and  12  houses  at  Basingbourne  Road  ,were  commenced. 

Progress  report  of  the  schemes  are  as  follows: — 

Flatlets  - Reading  Road  North  — 

24  under  construction  and  one  completed. 

Wickham  Estate  — 

Six  under  construction  and  four  completed. 

Basingbourne  Road  — 

12  under  construction. 

Total  number  of  post-war  houses  erected: 

Council  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359 

Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,444 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  G.  Atkins,  Housing  Officer,  for  the 
following  report:— 

“ During  the  year  eleven  tenancies  were  surrendered  of  which  six 
were  tenants  nominated  by  the  N.G.T.E. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  transferring  existing  tenants  to  smaller 
accommodation  more  suitable  to  means,  size  of  family,  etc.,  was 
maintained  and  eight  such  tenants  were  affected.  Only  one  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  old  people’s  bungalows  during  the  past  year. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  four  two-bedroomed  houses  on  the 
Coxheath  Estate  were  occupied,  in  each  case  tenants  were  transferred 
from  three-bedroomed  houses  which  were  relet  to  those  on  the  waiting 
list  with  larger  families.  Whilst  none  of  the  bungalows  at  Campbell 
Close  were  completed,  the  Warden’s  Flat  was  occupied  in  December. 

Over  sixty  visits  were  made  by  the  Hampshire  County  Council 
Welfare  Officers  and  myself  to  investigate  applications  for  tenancies 
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of  Campbell  Close,  as  a result  of  which  twenty-seven  were  recom- 
mended as  suitable  for  this  type  of  accommodation. 

During  the  year  sixty-four  applications  were  received  for  general 
housing  and  graded  according  to  greatest  need. 

Caravans: 

The  one  permanently  licensed  site  in  the  area  was  maintained  in 
a most  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year.  The  site  is  now  licensed 
for  a total  of  140  residential  caravans  and  road  and  other  works  on 
the  latest  extension  went  on  slowly  throughout  the  year.  It  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  photographs  of  the  site  were  included  in  the  official 
booklet  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  called 
‘Caravan  Parks’.  The  Council’s  policy  regarding  individual  sites 
remains  unchanged. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  is  a constituent  member,  together  with  other  Local 
Authorities  in  the  North-East  of  the  County,  of  the  North  Hants 
Rodent  Control  Committee  which  has  met  quarterly  since  1945  to 
discuss  problems,  hear  technical  lectures,  and  see  films  on  rodent  and 
other  pest  problems.  Representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  War  Department  attend.  Locally,  a free 
service  continued  to  be  given  to  both  business  and  private  premises. 


Special  attention  was  given  to  new  sewers  in  the  district  as  it  is 
found  that  drain  inlets  left  open  during  development  of  sites  can 
provide  access  for  rats. 


A summary  of  the  work  carried 
given  below. 

out  by  the 

Rodent  Operator  i. 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

] 

j 

L.A. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricu'tural 

Business 

premises 

Total 

1.  No.  of  premises  in- 
spected. 

14 

293 

2 

294 

603 

2.  No.  of  premises 
founr  to  be  infested 
by  rats. 

14 

125 

2 

78 

219 

3.  No.  of  premises 
found  to  be  in- 
fested by  mice. 

13 

6 

19 

1.  No.  of  inspected 
premises  treated  bv 

L.A. 

14 

138 

2 

84 

238 

5.  No.  of  block  control 
schemes  carried  out 
50 
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Pest  Destruction: 

The  routine  measures  of  spraying  the  Fleet  Pond  and  small 
ponds  and  ditches  in  the  vicinity  and  treating  the  road  gullies  for 
mosquito  prevention  were  continued. 

Dwelling-houses  were  treated  for  the  following  pests: — 

Ants  — 9;  Flies  — 4 ; Cockroaches  — 2;  Moles  — 2. 

SHOPS 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  through  their  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  for  the  closing  and  other  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Acts,  except  for  the  sanitary  provisions  contained  in  Section 
38  of  the  Shops  Act  1950,  which  is  administered  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority.  The  provisions  of  the  latter  section  are  carried  out. 

DRAINAGE 

Comment  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  on  complaints  from 
residents  in  the  Elvetham  Road  area  of  flooding  by  sewage  and  as 
will  be  seen  from  your  Surveyor’s  report,  work  started  on  the  laying 
of  the  new  direct  sewer  from  Hitches  Lane  pumping  station  to  the 
Outfall  works  early  in  1963.  Experience  to  date  seems  to  suggest 
that  the  conditions  have  been  remedied. 

A further  16  premises  with  cesspool  or  no  drainage  systems  at  all 
were  connected  to  the  sewers. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply: 

There  are  two  producers  of  milk  within  the  Urban  District  (both 
producing  Tuberculin  Tested  milk)  and  seventeen  retailers  of  bottled 
milk  - (thirteen  from  shops  only). 

43  inspections  of  dairies  were  made  during  the  year  and  no 
statutory  action  was  called  for,  informal  action  only  being  necessary 
to  ensure  compliance  with  any  contraventions  which  occur. 

On  6th  December,  1955  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order  1955,  came  into  operation,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
specify  the  Urban  District  as  an  area  in  which  only  tuberculin  tested 
or  heat  treated  milk  could  be  sold. 

161  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  adulteration.  A report  on 
samples  taken,  including  milk,  will  be  found  in  a later  paragraph. 

Sampling: 

A total  of  48  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results: — 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
submitted 

Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

P 

F 

Tesr 

Void 

Not 

Done 

P 

F 

Not 

Do)ie 

Pasteurised 

32 

20 

8 

6 

8 

29 

— 

•> 

O 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

16 

12 

— 

2 

2 

14 

. 

2 

Totals 

48 

82 

8 

8 

5 

48 

5 

19 


Of  the  48  bottled  samples  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  test, 
three  failed  the  test,  in  six  samples  the  test  was  declared  void  because 
the  atmospheric  shade  temperature  in  the  laboratory  was  exceeded 
and  in  five  others  the  test  was  not  done  as  the  milk  was  said  to  be 
‘tainted’  on  arrival.  Five  of  the  same  48  samples  submitted  for  the 
phosphatase  test  were  not  done  for  the  same  reason  as  stated  in  the 
last  paragraph.  On  investigation  the  reasons  for  the  three  failures  to 
pass  the  methylene  blue  test  were  not  ascertained. 

Twelve  of  the  samples  submitted  were  from  schools  in  the 
district.  31  were  taken  from  roundsmen  and  five  from  local  dairies. 
No  action  was  required  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations  1959  which  provides  for  action  where  milk  is 
suspected  of  having  caused  disease  in  human  beings. 

A complaint  of  an  unclean  milk  bottle  was  thoroughly  investi- 
gated and  the  Public  Health  Committee  decided  to  deal  with  the 
matter  by  way  of  a caution. 

Another  complaint  of  foreign  matter  (cellophane  wrapping  paper) 
in  a bottle  of  milk  was  dealt  with  by  the  County  Weights  and  Measures 
Department;  the  firm,  outside  the  district,  which  bottled  the  milk 
were  prosecuted  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  1955, 
and  fined  £5  with  costs. 


Designated  Milk: 


The  Local  Authority,  under  delegated  powers  from  the  County 
Council,  issued  dealers’  licenses  on  behalf  of  the  latter. 

At  the  end  of  1962  the  following  licences  were  in  force;— 


For  Pasteurised  Milk: 

For  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk: 
For  Sterilised  Milk: 


1 Dealer’s  (pasteuriser’s). 

13  Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk). 

( 1 Dealer’s. 

' 5 Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk). 
1 Dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk). 


The  one  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  district  is  licensed  by 
by  the  Local  Authority  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 


(b)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection: 

The  butchers  in  the  area,  except  in  one  case,  obtain  all  their 
supplies  of  meat  from  wholesalers.  One  butcher  purchases  animals 
at  market  and  has  them  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughterhouse  in 
Farnborough.  The  meat  is,  generally,  of  a high  standard  and  only 
relatively  small  amounts  have  to  be  condemned  at  the  retail  shops. 


Slaughtering  Facilities: 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  having  accepted 
the  Councils’  report  under  Section  3 of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958, 
there  is  nothing  further  to  add  under  this  heading.  There  are  no 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  the  two  licensed  before  1939  not 
having  been  re-opened. 
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The  following  articles  of  food  were  surrendered  and  condemned 
as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 


Butter  . . . . . . . . 63  lbs. 

Tinned  foods  (various)  . . 71  tins 

Bacon  . . . . . . . . 35  lbs. 

Tinned  Ham,  Pork,  Veal,  etc.  186  lbs. 
Cucumbers  . . . . . . 25 


Fish  . . 25  stones 

Beef  (minced)  3^  lbs. 
Offal  ..  51  lbs. 

Ducklings  . . 29  lbs. 

Turkeys  . . 217  lbs. 


FOOD 


In  accordance  with  Circular  19/56  the  following  information  is 
given  regarding  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  in  the  area: — 

(i)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Business  Number 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Bakehouses  and  confectioners  . . . . . . . . 8 

Cooked  meats  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Fish  (raw)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fish  (fried)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Greengrocery  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Grocers  (including  ‘mixed’  shops)  . . . . . . 29 

Cafes  (including  snack  bars)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Factory  and  School  canteens  . . . . . . . . 6 

Ice-cream  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 


(ii)  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959. 

Type  of  Business  Number 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Ice-cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(iii)  A total  of  419  inspections  of  all  types  of  food  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year.  In  1950  the  Council  made  byelaws  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  1938  and  no  statutory  action 
was  necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  them. 

(iv)  There  is  no  clean  food  guild  in  the  area,  reliance  being  placed 
on  individual  advice  and  information  on  food  hygiene  at  routine 
inspections. 

(v)  The  small  amounts  of  carcase  beef  and  offal  and  other  raw 
foods  are  disposed  of  in  a local  factory  boiler  fire.  Other  food  stuffs, 
including  tinned  foods,  are  disposed  of  on  the  Council  refuse  tip, 

(vi)  No  special  examination  of  stock  or  of  a consignment  of  food 
has  been  necessary. 

(vii)  One  cafe  manufactures  a small  quantity  of  ice  cream  for 
consumption  in  the  cafe.  The  provisions  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.,)  Regulations  1947-52  are  carried  out  both  at  these 
premises  and  at  the  46  retail  premises  where  only  a pre-packed  article 
is  sold. 
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(vii)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960  and  1962. 

Although  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  in 
the  district  remains  fairly  satisfactory,  routine  inspection  and  the 
awareness  of  food  handlers  to  the  dangers  of  food  poisoning,  will 
always  be  of  great  importance  in  this  field. 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  to  secure  the  remedy  of  the 
few  contraventions  detected. 

Food  Poisoning: 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  during 
the  year;  nor  were  any  isolated  cases  reported. 

(d)  Adulteration,  etc.: 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Preston,  Chief  Sampling  Officer,  for 
the  following  report: — 

1.  1 beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  ended  the  31st  December, 
1962,  186  samples  were  procured  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  within  the  area  of  the  Fleet  Urban  District  Council. 

2.  Milk  Samples: 

161  samples  of  milk,  including  37  of  the  Channel  Islands’  variety, 
were  procured.  Five  samples  were  the  subject  of  adverse  report  on 
account  of  deficiencies  in  fat.  Four  of  the  samples  were  from 
individual  churns,  each  being  included  in  a larger  consignment  which 
was  being  delivered  to  a wholesale  dairy  for  processing  and  bottling, 
the  average  fat  content  of  the  total  quantity  being  in  each  case  of  the 
required  standard.  The  milk  was,  in  fact,  being  mixed  together  on 
arrival  at  the  dairy  and  the  deficiencies  in  the  single  churnfuls  of  milk 
did  not,  therefore,  involve  any  prejudice.  The  remaining  unsatisfactory 
sample  consisted  of  Channel  Islands  milk  which  proved  to  contain  only 
3.38  per  cent,  of  fat,  whereas  milk  of  this  description  is,  by  regulation, 
required  to  have  a fat  content  of  4 per  cent  or  more.  Legal  proceedings 
were  taken  against  the  producer/retailer  concerned  and  these  resulted 
in  him  being  find  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  £14  10s.  Od.  costs. 

3.  Miscellaneous  Samples: 

Twenty-five  samples  of  articles  other  than  milk  were  obtained, 
including  bread,  cream,  fruit,  ice  cream,  meat  products  and  spiritous 
liquors.  Three  were  unsatisfactory,  as  follows:^ — 

A sample  of  ice  cream  was  found  to  contain  only  six  per  cent, 
of  milk  solids  other  than  fat,  the  appropriate  standard  requiring  a 
minimum  of  7.5  per  cent.  It  appeared  that  a mistake  had  been  made 
in  the  mixing  of  the  ingredients  used  in  the  products,  as  several 
previous  samples  had  been  taken  from  the  same  producer  without 
complaint  and  a further  subsequent  check  also  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory. In  the  circumstances  and  having  regard  to  the  relatively  small 
descrepancy  involved  in  the  sample,  a warning  was  issued.  In  other 
respects,  the  sample  was  free  from  complaint  and  the  fat  content  was, 
in  fact,  well  above  the  minimum  prescribed. 
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A sample  of  milk  bread  was  reported  to  contain  an  insufficient 
proportion  of  milk  solids.  There  is  no  official  standard  for  milk  bread 
but  samples  of  the  product  are  normally  found  to  contain  at  least 
five  per  cent,  of  milk  solids,  the  figure  for  the  sample  in  question  being 
3.3  per  cent.  The  firm  concerned  agreed  that  the  milk  solid  content  was 
not  satisfactory  for  milk  bread  and  explained  that  they  did  not,  in 
fact,  produce  milk  bread  but  that  when  the  sample  had  been  taken 
their  assistant  had  mistakenly  applied  the  description  to  the  bread 
sold.  The  explanation  was  accepted  and  a warning  was  given  to  the 
firm. 

An  informal  sample  of  gin  proved  to  contain  a small  excess  of 
water — 2.1  per  cent.  Further  checks  were  subsequently  made,  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  formal  samples,  but  these  were  all  satisfactory  and 
it  seemed  that  the  small  adulteration  on  the  previous  occasion  might 
have  been  due  to  some  carelessness  in  the  washing  of  the  utensils  used 
for  the  spirit.  Further  attention  is  being  given  to  this  matter  in  order  to 
ensure  that  no  repetition  occurs. 

4.  A complaint  relating  to  a piece  of  cellophane  wrapping  paper 
— apparently  from  a cigarette  packet — inside  a pint  bottle  of  milk, 
was  received  from  the  purchaser  of  the  milk.  Legal  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  proprietor  of  the  dairy  at  which  the  milk  had  been 
bottled,  and  these  resulted  in  a fine  of  £5,  with  two  guineas’  costs 
being  imposed. 

5.  General 

During  routine  visits  to  traders,  attention  was  given  to  the 
provision  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order  and  the  Pharmacy  and 
Medicines  Act,  with  regard  to  their  application  to  the  labelling  and 
descriptions  of  food  and  drugs. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION  WORK 

Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  are  given 
in  the  following  table: 


Number  of 

Premises  Inspected 

Inspections 

Water  Supply 

4 

Drainage 

. . 208 

Factories 

. . 107 

Moveable  Dwellings 

58 

Refuse  collection  (dustbins  and  disposal) 

5 

Rodent  Control 

10 

Shops  (re  Shops  Act) 

. . 27 

Schools 

9 

Swimming  Pool 

8 

Noise  nuisance 

12 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

2 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits 

35 

Atmospheric  pollution 

5 

Rivers  pollution 

14 

Pest  Infestation 

5 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection: 

Butchers’  shops 

91 

Fishmongers  and  fishfriers 

67 

Grocers 

69 

Greengrocers 

22 

Dairies 

43 

Bakehouses  . . 

11 

Food  preparing  premises  . . 

54 

Cafes  and  canteens  . . 

55 

Visits  re  milk  sampling 

54 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  . . . . ... 

23 

Confectioners 

13 

Ice  cream  premises  . . 

7 

Uwellinghouses: 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

• f • • 

33 

Re-inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts 

• • . . 

112 

Under  Housing  Acts 

5 

Re-inspections  under  Housing  Acts 

. . 

5 

Inspections  re  Improvement  Grants 
Re-inspections  re  Improvement  Grants  — 

works  in 

41 

progress 

. . 

228 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits 

• 4 4 4 

22 

Inspections  re  overcrowding 

.4 

1 

Re-inspections  re  overcrowding  . . 

4 4 

2 

inspections  under  Rent  Acts — re  certificates  of  disrepair 

I 

Total  . . 

. . 

1,472 

Drainage: 

Alterations,  additions  and  repairs 

4 4 4 4 

46 

Drains  stoppages  cleared  . . 

4 4 4 4 

99 

Drain  tests  (water  and  smoke) 

4 4 4 4 

127 

The  Rodent  Operator  also  carried  out  the 

work  of  unstopping 

drains,  on  request,  at  a charge  to  the  occupier  of  2{-  per  hour.  This 
scheme  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  occupier  and  is  instrumental  in  the 
prevention  of  public  health  nuisances. 


Complaints: 

Rodent  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

Drainage  (obstructed  drains)  . . . . . . . . 97 

Pest  infestation  (general)  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Public  Health  nuisances  (general)  . . . . . . 2 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 


Total 273 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act  1961,  are  now  given  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Report. 
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NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Form  of  Notice 

Number  served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal ; 

Sanitary  defects 

7 

7 

44 

Statutory ; 

Sanitary  defects 

In  conclusion,  I must  once  again  express  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my  appreciation  of  their  support. 
I also  express  to  your  Clerk  and  Surveyor,  my  thanks  for  their  con- 
tinued co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  SMALE, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

June,  1963 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1962  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  FLEET  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 


Number 

on 

Register 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prose- 

cuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3, 
4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  authority 

63 

107 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

Totals 

66 

107 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


i 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

3 Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 



— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 



— * 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

Referred 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.  M. 
InsoectOT 

b) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 



Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out 
work). 

4 

4 





Totals 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 
Sections  133  and  134 


NIL  RETURN 


Signed  — J.  COUTTS  MILNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1963. 
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